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POLITICAL FARCE 
·~ Dario ft 
by Dario Fo 
North American version by R.G. Davis 
Friday, April 27, 2001 through Saturday, May 5, 2001 
April 27, 28, May 1-5 at 7:30 p.m. 
Sunday matinee: April 29 at 5:00 p.m. 
Main Stage, Russell Hall 
USM Gorham Campus 
Artistic Staff Biographies 
Michael Rafkin - Director 
Michael Rafkin is best known as the founding Artistic Director of The Mad 
Horse Theatre Company. He served in that capacity from 1986 to 1998 when he 
resigned to pursue other work. He is a graduate of Beloit College and the 
University of Copenhagen. He earned his MFA in directing from Carnegie-
Mellon in 1974 and moved to Maine where he founded the Rockport Theatre 
Ensemble. Two years later he joined the Profile Theatre Company, now known 
as Portland Stage Company, and was appointed Artistic Director the next season. 
He has lived and worked in New York City, where, in addition to acting and 
directing, he co-founded The Playwrights and Directors Project at The Actors 
Studio. He also studied with Miriam Goldina, a student of Stanislavsky's, at the 
Moscow Art Theatre. 
Most recently, Michael directed Nixon's Nixon and Gaslight at Portland 
Stage, and Man of la Mancha, Noises Off!, and Arsenic and Old lace at 
Portland Players. He is currently performing with Figures of Speech Theatre in 
their production of Beanstalk Variations, which he co-wrote. He teaches acting 
at The Acorn School for The Gifted and Talented program, and privately. 
Charles S. Kading - Scenic Design 
Charles has taught design and stagecraft at USM for more than 20 years. His 
professional credits include Good Night Desdemona (Good Morning Juliet), 
Criminal Hearts, and Skylight for Mad Horse Theatre; Titanic, Chamberlain, 
and Blood Brothers for Maine State Music Theatre; Big River and Cabaret for 
Philadelphia's Walnut Street Theater; and Noises Off! and Blithe Spirit at the 
Alabama Shakespeare Festival. He also worked extensively at The Alley Theater 
in Houston where his credits include the US premiere of Alan Ayckbourne's 
Henceforward. In addition, Charles has designed scenery for the Seattle 
Repertory Theatre, Intiman Theatre, Cabaret Repertory Theatre and Portland 
Stage. He is currently chair of the Theatre Department. 
Susan E. Picinich - Costume Design 
Susan joined the USM Department of Theatre faculty in 1987 and has since 
designed costumes for 46 University productions. She has an MFA degree from 
the University of Michigan and previously taught at SUNY Albany and Western 
Illinois University. Earlier this Fall she costumed A Little Night Music at 
North Shore Music Theatre in Beverly, MA. Other credits include seven seasons 
at Maine State Music Theatre: most recently Titanic and Big River, and in 1998 
the premiere of Maury Yeston's new musical In the Beginning. Susan costumed 
Crazy For You at the Walnut Street Theatre in Philadelphia in 1997. 
Joseph A. Futral - Lighting Design 
Joseph has been lighting the stage for seventeen years. Most recently he lit the 
production of The Marriage of Figaro. At USM his work has also been seen in 
Frankenstein, Phaedra, As You Like It, The Danube and his first production 
with USM, The Flies. Locally, his work has been seen with Portland Ballet 
Company, Mad Horse Theatre, The Portland Flower Show and Maine State 
Ballet. Other credits include the Off Broadway production of Birth of the Boom at 
Tribeca Theatre; Jomandi Productions, The National Black Arts Festival, 
Ballethnic Dance Company, Lee Harper and Dancers, Gary Harrison and Dancers 
and the Alliance Theatre in Atlanta, GA; the Charleston Ballet Theatre in 
Charleston, SC; Augusta Ballet, including productions with Wynton Marsalis' 
Septet, and Augusta Opera in Augusta, GA; and Great Lakes Theatre Festival in 
Cleveland, OH. He has also lit numerous events and presentations for Saab, 
Georgia Pacific, Delta, AT&T, Nike, Puma, Yale University and many other 
arts and corporate organizations. 
Matthew Meeds - Technical Director/Master Electrician 
Matthew Meeds joined the Department this past September. Matthew came to us 
from the local theatre community where he has worked at the Mad Horse 
Theatre, the Public Theatre, and the Theatre at Monmouth, as well as "away" 
theatres such as George Street Playhouse in NJ, Syracuse Stage, and 
Pennsylvania Centre Stage. Matthew joined us in the middle of preparation for 
our first show in a trial by fire whirlwind initiation and did an amazing job. 
Kris Hall - Costume Shop Supervisor 
After twelve years of wandering, Kris Hall has returned to the Russell Hall 
Costume Shop. In the intervening time, she costumed at Mad Horse Theatre, 
Maine Summer Dramatic Institute, Portland Stage and The George Street 
Playhouse. She also earned a degree in Political Science. 
Jillian Caton - Stage Manager 
Jillian is a junior Technical Theatre major. She recently had her first acting 
experience as the tourist in the SPA show Somewhere in Between. She has also 
stage managed Baltimore Waltz, Frankenstein and assistant stage managed 
Anasazi and West Side Story. She would like to thank Michael for this 
wonderful experience and the cast and crew for all their hard work. 
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THEATRE INSTITUTES 
Acting Performance: Weekend Intensive 
Readers Theatre Institute in London 
Michael Chekhov Theatre Institute 
May 18-20 and 
May 25·27, 2001 
July 8·21, 2001 
July 22-31, 2001 
USMs Summer Theatre Programs provide opportunities for adults and 
youth to develop and hone their acting talent. Our theatre programs, taught by 
both USM faculty and other nationally and internationally recognized per-
formers, attract participants from Maine, as well as others from across the U.S. 
and abroad. USMs Summer Theatre Programs have a reputation for develop-
ing skills for both accomplished actors and directors, as well as those just 
beginning to pursue their interests in the theatre. 
The Summer Session Department and the USM Theatre Department are 
proud to sponsor three institutes during the 200 l Summer Session. The Michael. 
Chekhov Theatre Institute for experienced actors and directors is based on the 
techniques developed by Michael Chekhov: Beginning adult students and those 
interested in teaching theatre are encouraged to consider the Acting Perfor-
mance: Weekend Intensive program. Adults interested in refining their audience 
presentation skills are invited to consider the Readers Theatre Institute in Lon-
don. 
In addition, the USM Theatre Department offers courses in public speak-
ing, and for youth, sponsors a week-long Theatre Academy, especially designed 
for high school students interested in performance. 
If you want to be up on the stage, we have a program for you! 
Summer 
SESSO 
USM Extension 
37 College Avenue 
Gorham, Maine 04038 
www.usm.maine.edu/summer 
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Lewiston/Auburn's Professional Theatre Company 
* A CHRISTMAS CAROL by Charles Dickens, adapted by Chris Schario 
Dec:8,9,10 
Tl~e perfect holiday gift, inventively told by 6 actors and a fiddler. 
*COMMUNICATING DOORS by Alan Ayckbourn 
,Jan 26-Feb 4 
It's The l=irst Wives Club meets Back to The Future in this inventive comedy sci-fi thriller. 
a~ three feisty women travel back and forth through time to prevent each other's murder. 
*SIDEMAN by Warren Leight 
Mar 16 - 25 
Maine's Premiere of the winner of the 1999 Tony Award for Best Play! 
A mesmeriz1rg tale of harmony and discord in the life of a musician. 
*RUMORS by NEIL SIMON 
. May 4·-13 
Neil Simon at his farcical best. 
For tickets, gift certificates and group rates: (800) 639-9575 or 782-2211 
Tickets 
$10/ $12 501 $15 
Theatre Location: The Ritz Theatre, l.isbon & Maple St. Lewision 
For rnore information visit www.thepublictheatre.org 
2001 Season 
Cast Biographies 
Jessie Robinson • Antonia 
Jessie is a senior Theatre major from Isleboro and plans on graduating in 
December. Favorite USM roles have included "Rachel" in To Gillian on her 37th 
Birthday and "Megs" in Anasazi. She recently finished playing the role of Holly 
in the SPA production of Somewhere in Between. Jessie was recently awarded 
the 2001 Brownyn Millard Memorial Theatre scholarship. She would like to 
thank Michael Rafkin for this "chance" experience. 
Megan Libby - Margherita 
Megan Libby is a freshman Communications and Theatre major from 
Manchester. She was previously seen as a "dancer" in Phaedra and has appeared 
in Gaslight theatre and Johnson Hall productions. 
Caleb Wilson - Luigi 
This is the finale of Caleb Wilson's fourth year with the USM Theatre 
Department, and what an experience it has been! "I never could have imagined 
the growth that I would undergo here. Thanks to everyone who made it 
possible." Caleb has performed in 9 productions here at USM including 
Grannia, As You Like It, Illuminati and The Danube. 
David Branch - Various roles 
David Branch is a freshman at USM from Saranee Lake in New York. His 
previous roles at USM include the "Father" in Six Characters in Search of an 
Author, various roles in As ls and "Father Jack" in Dancing at Lughnasa for 
which he received an Irene Ryan nomination. He also has performed at the 
University of Maine at Machias. 
Matt Cary - Giovanni 
Matt is a fourth-year theatre major here at USM. Matt most recently appeared in 
SPA's production of Somewhere in Between. He has also appeared as "Michael" 
in Dancing at Lughnasa, "Bogart" in Play it Again, Sam, "Donal" in Grannia 
and "Little Bear" in Anasazi. He would like to thank Michael for this 
opportunity. 
Peter Blackstone • Accordion 
Peter Blackstone plays accordion in the Maine Squeeze, an accordion ensemble, 
based on Peaks Island. He also performs in the Bernard Tshimongoley African 
band. In his spare time he teaches fifth grade in Gorham, Maine. 
Director's Notes 
Dario Fo is one of the great farceurs of the world. He comes 
by it honestly since he is both an Italian and a communist. The 
Italians invented commedia delle arte, a populist comedy filled with 
stock characters like the clever servants, their foolish masters, the 
braggart soldier, the quack doctor, etc. It is filled with physical 
gags, slapstick, and improbable situations. 
The Italian communists are unlike any other political party 
in the world. Italy is a democracy, but the communists hold one 
third of the seats in the government. They are and were the only 
communists in the world that the United States ever felt 
comfortable with. Like most things Italian, they are warmly human, 
passionate, irreverent, and well.. .. Italian. 
The result is one of the few political plays in the modem 
canon that is hysterically funny and still has sharp views on the 
social plight of the worker, the common man and woman. 
It is an amazing achievement by Dario Fo. He keeps us in stitches 
over the domestic imbroglios of two zany couples, who bear an 
uncanny resemblance to the couples in both " The Honeymooners" 
and "I love Lucy". In fact it is more hilarious because he's managed 
to pair up Ralph Cramden with Lucy Ricardo, a divine possibility 
we would all love to see. Yet in the midst of the most improbable 
gag, there is something that makes us a little uncomfortable. 
Sometimes it is the real social plight that underpins the situation, or 
it is a story about human courage in the workplace that catches our 
hearts for a moment and we don't know whether to laugh or cry. It 
is this combination of the sublime and the ridiculous that makes Fo 
a great and unique voice in the modem theatre. 
Michael Ratkin 
WE WON'T PAY! WE WON'T PAY! 
by Dario Fo 
North American version by R.G. Davis 
Director 
Scenic Design 
Costume Design 
Lighting Design 
Sound Design 
Antonia 
Margherita 
Giovanni 
Various roles 
Luigi 
Accordionist 
Cast 
There will be a fifteen minute intermission. 
Adult language is used in this production. 
Michael Rafkin 
Charles S. Kading 
Susan E. Picinich 
Joseph A. Futral 
C.J. Payne 
Jessie Robinson 
Megan Libby 
Matt Cary 
David Branch 
Caleb Wilson 
Peter Blackstone 
Please, no photos are allowed during the performance. 
Also please tum off beepers and phones as a courtesy to the actors and other 
audience members. 
Special Thanks 
Special thanks to Dennis Hall, Dr. Penny DeRaps, PhD, RnP. 
Produced by special arrangement with Samuel French, Inc. 
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